warrant (says the letter from the Council) " by reason of several ways, missed to be served; " and thus the "notable skirmish" which Gerrard thought likely to have ensued was escaped.
The young lady being now under the protection of the Council, their next care was to keep her unmolested.
" After she was brought to Mr. Edmondes' house according to his promise, we, hearing that many friends resorted thither on both sides, and doubting some disorder, gave directions that she should he kept private until the hearing, which was the next day, and two gentlewomen only to be admitted to her company, such as Sir Edward Coke and his Lady should choose; which was accordingly performed, Sir Edward Coke choosing the Lady Compton and his lady the Lady Burleigh."
The next day in the afternoon Coke appeared before the Council to answer the complaint contained in Lady Hatton's petition.    He began his answer with a counter charge.    He accused her of an intention to   carry his daughter into France, in order to. break off a match with Sir John Villiers :   whom he also accused one   of  her servants of slandering.    The Board declined all discussion as to the fitness of the match, declaring " that they thought that noble gentleman every way a worthy match for his daughter, and did not doubt but that he would seek her in a noble and religious fashion, without any forced consent of the maid, and with consent of both parents ; and the rather because part of her fortune did depend upon the mother's disposing;" but called upon him for proof of these charges against his Lady and her servant: which he failed to produce; offering none.at all for the first, and none that they considered satisfactory for the second.    They then called on him for his answer to the charge of " riot and force : " upon which he did notmondes' house the next morning," but " forbore" to do it then. Upon hearing which, the Board, " thinking their order neglected, and doubting whether he would keep promise, gave warrant with a clause of assistance to bring her to Mr. Edmondes' house accordingly." Coke, however, did deliver her the next, and dragged her along to his coach; with many other circumstances too long to trouble his Majesty withal.
